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Hey Members, Guests & Supporters

As we head into the 2021 Fall season, we hope to get back into 
some type of normality after the last couple of crazy years. This 
summer I asked for some help from our GWC members on what 
they would like to see the chapter plan as we are able to gather 
and participate in the chapter events.  I received no response. 
Let’s try again.  The first being our annual business meeting. In 
the past we have gathered at the Mt. Pleasant Hall to hold our 
annual crab feed and tri tip dinner. This event is a lot of work 
and it’s imperative to get a good indicator of who is going to 
come.  Also, your help is needed! My wife Donna and I aren’t 
getting any younger! We will need a dedicated crew to handle 
set up and take down.  Then there is the cost to cover food and 
hall rental expenses.  Option two is a zoom meeting.  Not as 
much fun as the dinner, but effective and cheap!  However, only 
officers, both current and past, attended last years meeting. So, 
it’s up to you.  Both events require planning and participation.  
Once we get some ideas from you on participation, we the offic-
ers and board members will get together and come up with a 
plan.  The clock is ticking so we need to act fast.  Send your 
thoughts via email to Joe, Mike B or myself.  It looks like the 
ISEE is still on track to have their conference in Las Vegas. 
Check out the website for details.

Until then, enjoy the newsletter, stay well and Be Safe!

Your President,
Mike Chiurato

President’s 
Message
page 1

Editor’s Notes 
page 2

In Memory
Lewis L Oriard
By Wes Bender

page 3

 Advertisers
pages  4-5

Ad Rate Sheet
Page 6

Fire in the Hole 
pages  7-8



The Primer

  2

Editors Notes:

Mike Chiurato President of the Golden West Chapter of  the International Society of Explo-
sives Engineers gave the opening address at our annual dinner business meeting at 5PM. He 
then introduced current officers & board members/spouses life members. Thanked sponsors
-raffle donors-sponsor. He congratulate the scholarship recipients on receiving their scholar-
ship. He then welcomed our guest speakers:  Bodean Heroes Bill Reid, Jim Syar of Syar 
Industries and  Eric Bennett of EROCK. We had a fantastic meal thanks to all of the help I 
received in the kitchen and my grilling partner Ladd Stephenson.                                       
The President called the Business meeting to order at 6pm.The minutes of the last business 
meeting were read by Secretary Joe Stack. There was a motion to approve the minutes as 
read. The minutes were approved. Treasure Jerry Fulghum gave the treasurer’s report, and it 
was approved. Mike Chiurato announced the Golden West Chapter received awards for our 
Website and Newsletter at the ISEE Conference held in Nashville.                                            
Elections were held.  Mike Chiurato was re-elected to serve as President, Secretary Joe 
Stack was re-elected to serve a two year term and Todd Quigley was elected to serve a two 
year term as a Board of Director. After ten members signed a petition to the Secretary to 
make a change to the By-Laws on Article B – IV Section 1.  Meeting of Members Strike 
Third Saturday in January to Read by the end of February. Make a change to Article B6 
Section 2 DUES Change Treasure to Secretary. Vote passed to change bi-laws.  Scholarship 
Trap Shoot event was discussed and a motion was made and voted on to hold event earlier 
in year to avoid the heat May 11th 2019. Scholarship finances were discussed and the offic-
ers and Board of Directors approved another Scholarship to be awarded in 2019. The Busi-
ness meeting was completed at 6:30pm and the members returned to the hall and the three 
presentations were conducted. We then held the raffles and Mike Chiurato thanked Donna 
Chiurato, Maggie Stephenson for all the help in the kitchen. Mike Burneson, Ladd Stephen-
son cooked the tri tip and chicken and Gordon Coleman was in charge of CRAB distribu-
tion. Mike C gave a Special thanks to Barbara and Paul Drake for the fantastic table decora-
tions and the awesome sound system. Our first speaker was one of our past presidents Mr. 
Bill Reid. Bill has worked for BoDean Company for many years. the vDuring ery recent 
tragic fire storm in Santa Rosa Bill and several of BoDeans employees plaed a very im-
portant role in saving lives and property. Thank you Northern California Engineering asso-
ciation for allowing us to run the video that was produced chronicaling our local heros.   

Editors Notes …

I have been reaching out for several months now trying to help plan a fundraiser with no 
one interested. I recently have been polling the members who have previously been at-
tending the business dinner to see if they wanted to have a crab feed & tri tip business 
dinner with a total lack of interest. It takes a minimum of forty participants to hold the 
event at Mt. Pleasant due to the cost associated with renting the hall. I guess we need to 
decide if we want to hold an in person business dinner at a restaurant or just have a 
Zoom meeting at end of year. We need to have a group of participants step up to the 
plate and help get people interested in the chapter again. Mike Chiurato, Wes Bender, 
Jerry Fulghum, Joe Stack and I have done this for a long time and its time to contact us 
if you want to help the chapter become what it once was. A group of professionals who 
want to work together to help improve the business that we all work in. 
Contact (707) 486 -2211. Mburneson@aol.com

Does anyone read the news letter? We have had some really interesting articles and a lot 
of effort goes into every issue of the Primer. I think our Web site is the best with tons of 
information available to any one who visits the site..

I don’t mind donating my time a couple of days a year to help the chapter. I am very dis-
appointed that we can’t even get a response from all but one of the scholarship recipi-
ents when we try to contact them. The officers and board members offered a deferral to 
help the scholarship recipients meet the requirements but we never received any re-
sponse from the students. We have the resources to provide valuable training to every-
one involved in our business and collectively we could all learn from each other. I really 
hope someone has the drive to help us right the ship and try to get the blasters and pow-
der men involved in the chapter. 

I was lucky enough to get a nice little four point buck the other day. Its almost time for 
duck season. Blaster (My Golden Retriever) and I just put out the decoys last Saturday. 
Rock fishing has been red hot and we are still catching Salmon out of bodega.
Fall is in the air. I sure hope the weather forecast is wrong about the dry winter. I am ex-
tremely concerned that all of the low reservoirs are going to wipe out our world class 
fishery on the Sacramento river out of Redding and our salmon fishery.  

We need your help. Please contact me ASAP if you are interested in getting more in-
volved with the Golden West Chapter.   
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Lewis L. Oriard

1925 – 2020

The explosives world in general and the blasting world in particular, lost a very 
important friend last year. Lew Oriard passed away at the age of 95 on December 31, 
2020.

Lew was a consulting geophysicist from Huntington Beach, California.  He served 
as a technical advisor on more than 1500 projects in numerous countries. His clients have 
included universities, design firms, construction firms, consulting firms, explosives com-
panies and both private and public agencies in the U. S. and foreign countries, including 
some two dozen federal agencies of the U. S. government.  He served on a number of In-
ternational Boards of Consultants and review committees.  He is the author of over 80 
technical papers, lectures, seminars and short courses in many countries.  

Lew authored two books, The Effects of V ibrations and Environmental Forces, 
published by the ISEE in 1999, and Explosives Engineering, Construction Vibrations and 
Geotechnology, published by the ISEE in 2002.  The former publication has become the 
bible for investigators of claims of blasting damage and the latter is a comprehensive 
source of information on blast effects.

For his contributions to the explosives consuming industry and to blasters every-
where, Lew was presented with International Society of Explosives Engineers’ Distin-
guished Service Award in 2000.

While Lew was capable of adequately addressing issues with a high degree of 
complexity, he also had a knack for putting these same technical issues in terms that the 
layman could readily understand. 

Although his legacy will continue through his technical papers and books, he will 
be sorely missed by those of us who knew him and called him friend. 
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2021 Golden West Chapter Officers

President: Mike Chiurato

Secretary: Joe Stack

Treasurer: Jerry Fulghum

Board Member: Mike Burneson

Board Member: Eric Bennett



Primer Advertising Rate Sheet 

The annual fee pays for an ad  
in four issues of the newsletter 
and an ad on our website for 

one year.   The website ad will 
link to your company’s website. 

Half Page Ad 
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5” x 7” Horizontal 
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Business Card Ad 

3-1/2” x 2” 
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Quarter Page Ad 
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2” x 7-1/2” Horizontal 

$95.00 per Year 
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Fire in the Hole…

The Biker

A very large, heavily tattooed member of a Hells Angels motor cycle gang stops 
by the Harley Shop to have his bike fixed. The shop couldn't repair it while he 
waited, so he said since he didn't live far away, he would just walk home. 
On the way home, he stopped at the hardware store and bought a bucket and an 
anvil to do some chores. He then stopped by the feed store/livestock dealer and 
picked up a couple of chickens and a goose for the next weeks food needs. How-
ever, he now had a problem .....how to carry all of his purchases home.  The store 
owner suggested, "Why don't you put the anvil inside the bucket, carry the bucket 
in one hand, put a chicken under each arm and carry the goose in your other 
hand?"  "Hey thanks, Dude!" the biker said, and out the door he went. 
While walking across the parking lot, he was approached by a little old grey-
haired grandmotherly type lady who told him she was lost. She asked, "....Can 
you tell me how to get to 1603 Mockingbird Lane?"  The biker said, "Well, as a 
matter of fact, I live at 1616 Mockingbird Lane. Let's take the short cut and go 
down this alley. We'll be there in no time."  The little old lady looked him over 
cautiously and then said, "I am a lonely widow without a husband to defend me. 
You are a rough looking biker type person ....and how do I know that when we get 
in the alley you won't hold me up against the wall, pull up my skirt and have your 
way with me?" 
The biker said, "Hey! Give me a break here, lady! I'm carrying a bucket, an anvil, 
two chickens, and a goose. How in the world could I POSSIBLY hold you up 
against the wall and do that?" 
The lady thought for a moment and then said, "....Set the goose down, cover him 
with the bucket, put the anvil on top of the bucket .....and I'll hold those two 
chickens." 
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Fire in the Hole…

Exact Change

A man walks into a restaurant with an full-grown ostrich behind him, and as he sits, the wait-
ress comes over and asks for their order. The man says, "I'll have a hamburger, fries and a 
coke," and turns to the ostrich. "What's yours?"
"I'll have the same," says the ostrich.

A short time later the waitress returns with the order. "That will be $6.40 please," and the man 
reaches into his pocket and pulls out exact change for payment.

The next day, the man and the ostrich come again and the man says, "I'll 
have a hamburger, fries and a coke," and the ostrich says, "That sounds good.  I'll have the 
same." Once again the man reaches into his pocket and pays with exact change.

This becomes a routine until late one evening, the two enter again. "The 
usual?" asks the waitress.

"No, this is Friday night, so I will have a steak, baked potato and salad," says the man.
"Same for me," says the ostrich.

A short time later the waitress comes with the order and says, "That will 
be $12.62." Once again the man pulls exact change out of his pocket and 
places it on the table.
The waitress can't hold back her curiosity any longer. "Excuse me, sir. How do you manage to 
always come up with the exact change out of your pocket every time?"

"Well," says the man, "several years ago I was cleaning the attic and I 
found an old lamp. When I rubbed it a Genie appeared and offered me two 
wishes. My first wish was that if I ever had to pay for anything, just put 
my hand in my pocket, and the right amount of money would always be there."

"That's brilliant!" says the waitress. "Most people would wish for a 
million dollars or something, but you'll always be as rich as you want for 
as long as you live!"

"That's right! Whether it's a gallon of milk or a Rolls Royce, the exact 
money is always there," says the man.

The waitress asks, "One other thing, sir, what's with the ostrich?"

The man sighs, pauses, and answers, "My second wish was for a tall chick 
with long legs who agrees with everything I say!" 


