
Newsletter of the Golden West Chapter, International Society of Explosives Engineers
430 32nd Street, Suite 100, Newport Beach, CA 92663

Summer 2019Volume 30 Issue 2

President’s Message...In this
issue . . .

The Primer is published
four times per year

on the web site of the
Golden West Chapter

of the ISEE:

www.iseegoldenwest.org

Articles may be submitted to:

Mike Burneson - editor
P O Box 2540

Napa, CA 94558

or

mburneson@syar.com

Hey Members, Guests & Supporters

My message from the President follows our 7th Annual Wesley L.

Bender Scholarship Fundraiser. It was another successful event. The

annual fundraiser was held at the Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club in

Lincoln, CA. In the past, we held the shoot during the hot month of

July, but to the joy of our participants, we were able to schedule the

Sporting Clays course for a much cooler Saturday May 11th. Mike

Burneson once again did the food preparation. Donna Chiurato took

in the entry fees. Yours truly once again contributed by placing last

in the competition so as not to break from tradition and making for a

fair playing field.
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President’s Message Continued…

.This fundraiser would not have been possible without our loyal spon-
sors and loyal participants. The board and officers wish to thank each
one of you for giving of your time and money year after year. Thanks
to you, qualified family members of our industry who apply and receive
a scholarship get help with college expenses up to four years after meet-
ing the Golden West Chapter requirements. We will schedule next years
scholarship fundraiser for the 1st or 3rd week of May to help those that
travel during Mother’s Day weekend. Our next event will be our annu-
al business meeting. We are looking to schedule it for the 4th week of
February (02-22-20) so keep your calendars open for that date. More
details to come in the Fall newsletter.

For the details of the event, please see Mike Burneson’s editors notes in
this newsletter.

Once again, Thank You.

Enjoy the newsletter, and as always, BE SAFE OUT THERE!

Your President,
Mike Chiurato
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Editors Notes:

Mike Chiurato President of the Golden West Chapter of the International Society of Explo-

sives Engineers gave the opening address at our annual dinner business meeting at 5PM. He

then introduced current officers & board members/spouses life members. Thanked sponsors

-raffle donors-sponsor. He congratulate the scholarship recipients on receiving their scholar-

ship. He then welcomed our guest speakers: Bodean Heroes Bill Reid, Jim Syar of Syar

Industries and Eric Bennett of EROCK. We had a fantastic meal thanks to all of the help I

received in the kitchen and my grilling partner Ladd Stephenson.

The President called the Business meeting to order at 6pm.The minutes of the last business

meeting were read by Secretary Joe Stack. There was a motion to approve the minutes as

read. The minutes were approved. Treasure Jerry Fulghum gave the treasurer’s report, and it

was approved. Mike Chiurato announced the Golden West Chapter received awards for our

Website and Newsletter at the ISEE Conference held in Nashville.

Elections were held. Mike Chiurato was re-elected to serve as President, Secretary Joe

Stack was re-elected to serve a two year term and Todd Quigley was elected to serve a two

year term as a Board of Director. After ten members signed a petition to the Secretary to

make a change to the By-Laws on Article B – IV Section 1. Meeting of Members Strike

Third Saturday in January to Read by the end of February. Make a change to Article B6

Section 2 DUES Change Treasure to Secretary. Vote passed to change bi-laws. Scholarship

Trap Shoot event was discussed and a motion was made and voted on to hold event earlier

in year to avoid the heat May 11th 2019. Scholarship finances were discussed and the offic-

ers and Board of Directors approved another Scholarship to be awarded in 2019. The Busi-

ness meeting was completed at 6:30pm and the members returned to the hall and the three

presentations were conducted. We then held the raffles and Mike Chiurato thanked Donna

Chiurato, Maggie Stephenson for all the help in the kitchen. Mike Burneson, Ladd Stephen-

son cooked the tri tip and chicken and Gordon Coleman was in charge of CRAB distribu-

tion. Mike C gave a Special thanks to Barbara and Paul Drake for the fantastic table decora-

tions and the awesome sound system. Our first speaker was one of our past presidents Mr.

Bill Reid. Bill has worked for BoDean Company for many years. the during very recent

tragic fire storm in Santa Rosa Bill and several of BoDeans employees placed a very im-

portant role in saving lives and property. Thank you Northern California Engineering asso-

ciation for allowing us to run the video that was produced chronicling our local hero's.

Editors Notes:

It was kind of like a deja vu when I pulled into Coon Creek for the scholarship

fundraiser on May 11th. It was not because it was our 7th annual shoot. It was

more like the time I pulled in and the owner asked me what the hell are you

doing here. I have a big shoot today kind of thing. I was the nice guy and let

the car coming from the other direction make a left in front of me while I wait-

ed and followed them into the range where they promptly backed up the truck

they were driving right where I was planning on setting up for our shoot.

Donna Chiurato and I were none too thrilled. Luckily it all worked out. They

had a large group of lady trap shooters that did not interfere with our sporting

clays.

Continued on next page.
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Editors Notes:
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Editors Notes:

We were able to set our group up off to the side of the area we used for the
last six years without too many problems. The day was absolutely perfect
other than that, almost. I was lazy and did not put the sun at my back when
taking photos of the winners. MY BAD. Our photos did not turn out very
good. I remember one of the shoots my buddy Brad Langer wanted Johnson-
ville brats and I was a little surprised that our president asked for brats this
year. We did not disappoint. We cooked a rainbow of bell peppers and on-
ions and had all the fixings. We had chicken, beans, potato salad, chips and
cookies. It was a good time. I even made a little hot tub for the brats, soak-
ing them in beer after they were cooked. Donna Chiurato and Maggie Ste-
phenson helped prepare the meal. Our long time member and past board
member Ladd Stephenson had just completed refinishing a beautiful double
barrel that he brought along to the event. If you like to shoot a shotgun and
you like to play golf you should plan on attending next year. Sporting clays
is like playing golf with a shotgun. Coon Creek had ten very challenging sta-
tions. We had some fantastic scores and next year we will need to discuss the
criteria for TOP GUN. I think the youth shooters kicked some serious butt
this year. The Golden West Chapter would like to express it’s most sincere
appreciation to the following generous sponsors. Accurate Energetic Sys-
tems, Alpha Explosives, Wes Bender, Mike Burneson, Bodean Company,
Jim Dill, Ray Hall – Epiroc, Ted Zebroski - Hardrok Equipment, Inc.,
Todd Harris - Austin Powder Company, Instantel,
Lancer- Nobel Insurance Services, Neil’s Control Blasting,
Syar Industries, Inc. and Texas AGA Insurance.

Enjoy the photos on the following pages.
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Editors Notes:

Continued on next page.

Highest Scoring Team:

Top Gun Team award Alpha Score 186

Verl Gilder 55, Heather Gilder 48, and Michael Deback - Youth 83
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Editors Notes:

2nd Highest Scoring Team:

The Sun Was in My Eyes award

The Ding Goldsmith family Score 171

Denise Ding 65, Charity Goldsmith Ding 60 and Charity’s friend

Justin 45.

3rd Highest Scoring Team:

Save The Clay Bird Foundation

The Goldsmith Ding Family & friend Score 162

Norm Goldsmith 62, Gracie Goldsmith Ding 72, Ladd Stephenson

28,

Men’s Top Gun: Ryan Segress 80

Men’s 2nd: Norm Goldsmith 62

Women’s Top Gun: Denise Ding 65

Women’s 2nd: Char ity Goldsmith Ding 60

Youth Top Gun: Michael Deback 83

Youth Top Gun: Gracie Goldsmith Ding 72

Continued on next page.
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Editors Notes:

Top Right photo: Michael Deback Youth
Higest score of the shoot 83. Way to Go Michael.
Our top Youth female shooter was Gracie Gold-
smith Ding with a score of 72. I lost Gracie's
photo.

The photo below from left to right:
Heather Gilder 48, Verl Gilder 55,
Libby Segress 27, Ryan Segress 80 and Gerald
Hackler 38.



Golden West Chapter
Of the

International Society of Explosives Engineers
430 32nd Street, Suite 100, Newport Beach, CA 92663

The Wesley L. Bender Scholarship Fund

A scholarship of $1000 per semester will be awarded to a qualifying individual who is relative

to an employee in the explosives industry or related field and who wishes to pursue

collegiate studies.

Scholarship Eligibility: Graduating high school seniors or students already enrolled in college that

are related to an employee in the explosives industry or another industry that uses explosives may

apply for the scholarship.

Judging Committee: All received scholarship applications will be reviewed and judged by a panel

consisting of the Chapter Officers and Board, including the Past President of the GWC or their

respective designees.

Scholarship Disbursement: The winning applicant will be issued the scholarship on an annual basis,

totaling one thousand dollars per semester.

Academic Requirement: The winning applicant must maintain at least a grade point average of 3.0

in order to remain eligible for the scholarship.

Deadline for Submission: To be considered, applications must be submitted to the Chapter by

June 15th. Selection of the successful applicant will be made by July 15th. The successful applicant will be notified by

August 1st with the first scholarship check sent to the recipient by August 15th.

Application Process: Please complete the following:

1. The Scholarship Application Form

2. A letter of recommendation

3. A 300 to 500 word statement of your past scholastic and personal accomplishments,

including your plans for a career

Mail the above three items to:

The Golden West Chapter – ISEE

Joseph R. Stack, Secretary

430 32nd Street – Suite 100

Newport Beach, CA 92663

For more information, contact Gerald Fulghum at (916) 481-1421

or by e-mail to: GRFULGHUM@SBCGLOBAL.NET



Golden West Chapter
Of the

International Society of Explosives Engineers
430 32nd Street, Suite 100, Newport Beach, CA 92663

The Wesley L. Bender Scholarship Application Form

Please type or print legibly. Please include with your application:

A letter of recommendation

A 300 to 500 word statement of your past scholastic and personal accomplishments and your plans for

a career.

Applicant Information:

Name: ____________________________________ Email Address: __________________________________

Street Address: ____________________________________ Phone Number: _________________________

City, State and Zip: ______________________________________________ Birth Date: _________________

College Information:

Educational institution where you have been accepted as a student: _________________________________

Institution address: _________________________________________________ Current GPA: ___________

Indicate academic year to be covered by scholarship award (Check One):

Freshman______ Sophomore ______ Junior ______ Senior ______Other (explain) _________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

Educational objective ( Check One ):

Associate’s Degree ______ Bachelor’s Degree _______ Master’s Degree ______

Student status ( Check One )

Continuing student ______ New student _______

Curriculum: __________________________________________________________________________

Is the current or future curriculum relevant to the field of explosives? Yes _______ No _______
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Current board members and officers are:
President Mike Chiurato

Treasurer Gerald “Jerry” Fulghum
Secretary Joe Stack

Board member Todd Quigley
Board member/ Newsletter Editor Mike Burneson

Website Master Wes Bender

Chapter Activities 2019
Crab Feed Business Dinner
Saturday February 22, 2020
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Fire in the Hole…

A pirate walks into a bar with an eyepatch, pegleg, and hook for a hand. The bartender notices his leg,

"How did you get that pegleg?"

The pirate replies, "It were many years ago. I were walkin' on the deck when a wave swept a shark

aboard. The shark bit my leg off!"

"Wow," replies the bartender. "What about that hand?"

The pirate replies, "It were many years ago. I were walkin' on the deck when a wave swept a killer whale

aboard. The whale bit my hand off!"

"Oh," replies the bartender. "How about the eye?"

The pirate replies, "It were many years ago. I were walkin' on the deck when a seagull came outta no-

where and pooped in my eye."

"And that blinded you?" asked the bartender.

"No, it twas my first day with the hook."

A rancher was minding his own business when an FBI agent comes up to him and says, "We got a tip

that you may be growing illegal drugs on the premises. Do you mind if I take a look around?"

The old rancher replies, "That's fine, you shouldn't go over there though." As he points at one of his

fields.

The FBI agent snaps at him, "I'm am a federal agent! I can go wherever I want!" With this he pulls out

his badge and shoves it into the ranchers face.

The rancher shrugs this off and continues with his daily chores. About 15 minutes later he hears a loud

scream from the field he pointed out earlier. Suddenly he sees the FBI agent sprinting towards him with

a large bull on his heels. The rancher rushes to the fence and yells "Your badge! Show him your badge!"


