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This is one last message to make sure all of you have made
plans to attend your chapter’s 30th anniversary on February
24th.
To celebrate this event we the board and officers invite you to
join us for our annual dinner meeting at the Mt Pleasant Hall in
Lincoln, CA to acknowledge those members who volunteered
and dedicated their time to keep this chapter going. We hope to
get as many past members and officers to attend to share their
memories of the past as well as a surprise guest or two. We
changed up the date of our meeting so that members could attend the ISEE convention in January. I will be attending and
hope to share my experiences and industry news with you as
well. We will also have the usual chapter business including
elections for president, secretary, and board member.
Please read the editors editorial and checkout the flyer for the
business dinner. Enjoy the newsletter.

www.iseegoldenwest.org
Articles may be submitted to:
Mike Burneson - editor
P O Box 2540
Napa, CA 94558
or
mburneson@syar.com

Be Safe !
Your President,
Mike Chiurato

The Primer

Editor’s Notes…

This Spring issue of the Primer 2018 is a little early coming out in
January of 2018. We felt it was necessary to plug the business dinner a
month prior to the event. As this issue comes off the press the
International is holding their event that has conflicted with our dinner
the last couple of years. We also had problems with Mount Pleasant and
the Bucks Stew event wanting the same weekend we wanted. Now that
we have moved the meeting to February let’s get ready to party.
I strongly suggest you put this on your calendar as this business dinner
will be over the top. The board and officers have requested we make
this a must attend evening. We have tons of prizes and I promise we
will serve a really good meal. We will make every effort to contact all
past officers and board members. They will receive dinner at no charge.
All members paid in good standing for 2018 will receive dinner at no
charge. Yes you can pay your 2018 membership at the door and be
entitled to a free dinner. Not just any free dinner but, Crab, Tri Tip,
Pasta and Salad. Lots of desserts and ice cream. Did I forget to say free
adult beverages. You should mark this down on your calendar right
now. Call Mike Chiurato or Mike Burneson and tell us how many you
are bringing so I can purchase the correct amount of food. I am pleased
to announce to our advertisers that the officers and board members have
waived the 2018 advertiser fee for your past support of the Golden West
Chapter. After the election we plan on letting the new officers and board
review our criteria for the scholarship. We intend to make changes to
our process so that we can help fund a student in college. Please enjoy
the article by Wes Bender in this edition of the Primer.
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Don’t Trust Someone Else to Finish the Job
by Wes Bender
In January of 1985, I got a call from a CalOSHA District Manager about a
hazardous situation that his office had uncovered. It seems that they had
stumbled across a loaded, unguarded blast at the base of a dam where a
hydroelectric project was underway. He had several questions, the first of which
was obviously how quickly I could come to the site to inspect and remove the
hazard. I told him I could be there the next day.
He met me at the site the next day and we checked out the loaded shot. It
consisted of 34 fairly shallow jackhammer holes, ranging from 14” to 24” in depth.
According to one of the contractor’s employees, each hole had been loaded with
approximately 1/3 of a cartridge of explosive. The total amount in the shot was
thought to be between 11 and 12 cartridges. The explosive was Hercules HP414, 1-1/4 x 8. Each charge had a 7 grain detonating cord down line that was
tied into a 25 grain detonating cord trunk line. Apparently the shot had been
loaded some days earlier and construction workers had been continuing to work
adjacent to it. The CalOSHA District Manager asked for my opinion on just how
dangerous I thought the situation was. My reply was that, due to the use of
detonating cord rather than electric caps, it was unlikely that the shot would have
detonated accidentally, but if it did while workmen were in the immediate vicinity,
it would have resulted in injuries and quite possibly fatalities due to the
shallowness of the holes.
He asked how I thought best to handle the situation. I told him it would be
far safer to shoot the shot than to unload all the holes. There was one hole that
had either been damaged by equipment or by the previous blast. I chose to
unload it because it wouldn’t have been useful to shoot it and the exposed
explosive was badly deteriorated. The remaining 33 holes would probably
remove some of the high bottom that the shot had been intended to break,
although my main concern at that point was to eliminate the hazard rather than to
remove any rock. Removing explosives from the loaded holes in a blast is
somewhat akin to clearing misfires, only on a much larger scale…… If it can be
shot safely, it is usually preferable to do that rather than to unload the holes.
After I had obtained two electric detonators, we cleared the area and I
shot the trunk line. A post-blast inspection indicated that all holes had detonated,
although the breakage indicated that many had not gone off full strength,
probably due to the time that they had slept in the wet holes. I was fully prepared
to dig out any undetonated explosives, but luckily didn’t have to.

So, how did such a situation come to pass? Without naming names, I can
tell you a bit about how it happened. A sub-contractor (a licensed blaster) had
been engaged to do some secondary blasting to remove some of the rock that
had not been removed in the earlier production blasting at the base of the dam.
All but this one blast had been successfully shot. After this last blast was
loaded, the blaster realized that he had run out of detonators to initiate the shot.
The prime contractor’s Project Superintendent indicated that the blaster needn’t
worry; he would obtain a detonator or two and shoot the shot the next day.
Unfortunately, the blaster took him at his word and packed up his things
and left. The Superintendent didn’t obtain any detonators and didn’t shoot the
shot as he had indicated he would. He further compounded the problem by
allowing his men to work in the area. In all probability the blast sat unguarded at
night too. I don’t recall learning just how long the time interval was between the
loading of the shot and my detonating it.
If my memory serves me correctly, citations were issued to both the
blasting sub-contractor and the prime contractor’s Project Superintendent. I don’t
know if the blaster was fined, but I recall that he had his blaster’s license
suspended for a time. Obviously, he was guilty of poor judgment. He should
have put a guard on the shot, obtained more detonators and finished the job.
I’m not sure what happened to the Project Superintendent, although I do know
that he left the state before the project was complete. Rumor had it at the time
that there was a warrant out for his arrest. This particular project had several
other major issues, one of which resulted in a fatality when a crane contacted an
overhead power line.
I don’t care how tired you are, how late in the day (or evening) it is, if it’s
the day before Christmas or New Years or if weather or some other factor has
interfered with your blasting plans. If you are connected with a blasting
operation and you have started the loading process for a blast, you owe it to
everybody around you to finish the job and to be as safe as you can possibly be
in doing so. If it is impossible to detonate the blast at that time, you must guard it
until such time as it can be safely detonated.
I have been involved with two other blasts that required guarding. One
was to clear a misfire and we ran out of daylight before it could be made ready to
shoot. (A blaster had covered Nonel tubing with blasted rock to prevent
flyrock……..then tried to shoot what didn’t go off on the first try by hooking it up
backwards…. it’s a sad story for another time.) The other blast was so large that
we couldn’t get it all loaded in one day. It was guarded overnight and we finished
loading and shot it the next day (see Blasting to Open Ramelli Pit on the GW
Chapter’s website Archive page).

The Golden West Chapter
of the
International Society of Explosives Engineers
Annual Business Meeting
When: Satur day, Febr uar y 24, 2018
Social Hour 4pm – Dinner 5pm – 6:30pm
Business Meeting & Elections - 7:00pm
7:30pm Guest Speakers –
8:00pm Super Raffle
Where: Mt. Pleasant Hall
3333 Mt. Pleasant Rd.
Lincoln, CA 95648
Menu: Crab Feed
Tri-Tip
Pasta
Salad
Wine, Beer and Sodas
served with dinner
Cost: All past officers and Board
Members with a guest or significant
other NO CHARGE
All Members Paid In 2018: $ FREE
Guests: $30.00
Free to New Members
($25.00 dues are payable on
joining.)
Registration: Please make your reservations with Mike Chiurato at (916) 719-4507

or e-mail to: mchiurato@alphaexplosives.com
or Mike Burneson at (707) 486-2211 or email to: mburneson@syar.com
on or before Friday, February 16, 2018
You can pay your dues at the door but, please don’t tell us you are attending and be a no show or
we will purchase too much food.
Please make checks payable to Golden West Chapter
And mail to:

Golden West Chapter
c/o Alpha Explosives
P.O. Box 310
Lincoln, CA. 95648

5

The Primer

6

The Primer

7

The Primer

8

The Primer

Current board members and officers are:
President Mike Chiurato
Treasurer Gerald “Jerry” Fulghum
Secretary Danniell Edwards
Board member Ladd Stephenson
Board member/ Newsletter Editor Mike Burneson
Website Master Wes Bender
Chapter Activities 2018
Annual Winter Business Meeting
Mt Pleasant Hall Lincoln February 24, 2018
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Fire in the Hole…
A frog walks into a bank and approaches the teller, whose nametag
reads "Patricia Whack."
"Miss Whack, I'd like to get a $50,000 loan to take a vacation," says
the frog.
Patty looks at the frog in disbelief and asks his name.
"Kermit Jagger. My father is Mick Jagger. It will be fine to authorize
the loan, I know your manager." Patty explains that he will need to
secure the loan with some collateral. "Sure, how about this?" asks
Kermit as he produces a tiny porcelain elephant, about an inch tall,
bright pink and perfectly formed. Very confused, Patty explains that
she'll have to consult with the bank manager and disappears into a
back office. Patty walks into the manager's office and proceeds to
tell him, "There's a frog called Kermit Jagger out there who claims to
know you and wants to borrow $50,000, and he wants to use this as
collateral." Patty holds up the tiny pink elephant. "I mean, what in the
world is this?" The bank manager looks back at her and says, "It's a
knick knack, Patty Whack. Give the frog a loan. His old man's a Rolling Stone."
So there was a plane and in that plane was 4 people a pilot, a lawyer, a priest, and a kid. The plane is going down and fast but there
was only 3 parachutes so the pilot says "I have a family and a
daughter that is expecting" he grabs a parachute and jumps off the
plane. The lawyer says "well I'm the smartest man on earth so I have
to live" he grabs a parachute and jumps off. So now there is only 1
parachute left the priest notices this and tells the kid " Son go ahead
take the last one I have lived my life" The boy looks around the plane
and says "wait we can both live" the priest says " well how can that
be?", the boy says " because the smartest man in the world just
jumped off with my backpack" ????
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