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President’s Message... 
In this 
issue . . . 

The Primer is published 
four times per year  

on the web site of the  
Golden West Chapter  

of the ISEE: 
 

   www.iseegoldenwest.org   
  
 

Articles may be submitted to: 
 

Mike Burneson - editor 
P O Box 2540 

Napa, CA  94558 

 

or 
 

mburneson@syar.com 

 

 

Hey Members, Guests & Supporters, 
 
 

Let me start this president’s message off on this Memorial 

Day by thanking all of you that have served or are currently 

serving in the military, for your service.  We greatly appreci-

ate the sacrifices you have made so that the rest of us can en-

joy the freedoms we have today.  Thank You! 
 
Its almost time for our next big event of 2017.  It’s our Annu-

al Sporting Clays Scholarship Shoot and it’s just around the 

corner on July 22nd..   Get up to four of your friends, family or 

work buddies together and join us for a fun filled day com-

plete with lunch and refreshments.   Your entry fee will go to-

wards helping a student with some of their college expenses.   
 
Check out our flyer for details and call me or any other board 

members to reserve a spot or make a donation towards our ex-

penses.   
 
Thank you so much for your support. We hope to see you on 

the 22nd of July.  
Enjoy the newsletter, and as always, BE SAFE OUT THERE! 
 
 
Your President, 
Mike Chiurato 
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Editor’s Notes… 

    
I purchased a new shotgun last year and could not hit the broadside of a 

barn. I put the darn thing away in the gun safe until a few weeks ago 

and took it to the gun club where I shoot and had it fitted. I broke 22 out 

of 25 targets after it was adjusted. No worries, I will still do the cooking 

at the upcoming fundraiser but, I will miss not shooting the Coon Creek 

event. Lets call everyone we know who might like to attend and get 

them signed up. Look at the flyer in this issue of the Primer for the July 

22nd event. It’s a blast and a great way to support our chapter. Also in 

this issue of the Primer is the Scholarship application form that we are 

now accepting. Lets give some money away to a deserving student who 

is in some way associated with the chapter. In this issue of the Primer I 

have included part 1. of  “How to handle a blasting compliant” from a 

workshop that I attended long ago. This document was distributed by 

Vibra-tech south. I hope you enjoy reading this and taking the quiz. 

Maybe it will offer some ideas helping you establish a procedure for 

handling or avoiding complaints. I have included a photo of our Presi-

dent Mike Chiurato after his recent fishing trip. “In his dreams”.   
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 The Wesley L. Bender Scholarship Fund 

Call for Scholarship application Starting June 1, 2017 

 

 

Scholarship Eligibility:    Graduating high school seniors or students already enrolled in college 

who are sons or daughters of an employee of an Explosives or  other industry employing 
 explosives may apply for the scholarship. 
 
Judging Committee: Scholarship applications will be reviewed and judged by a panel, in-

cluding the Chapter Officers and Board and the past President of the GWC or their respective 

designees. 
 
Application Deadline and Scholarship Presentation:  The scholarship application process 

will be an Internet-based process.  Starting June 1, 2017 applicants will be able to apply via 

GWC on-line application process at http://iseegoldenwest.org. 

 

The deadline for applications is August 31, 2017. The winning applicant will be named by Sep-

tember 30, 2017. The Scholarship will be issued to the winner at five hundred dollars per 
 semester provided the student is considered by the institution as a full time student and 
 maintains a grade point average of 3.0. 
 
 
      For more information, contact Gerald Fulghum 916-481-1421 or at  
 
      GRFULGHUM@SBCGLOBAL.NET  
 
 
      To apply for the Scholarship please include these four items: 
 

The completed application. 
 
 A letter of recommendation from your industry representative. 
 
 A 300 to 500 word statement of your plans for a career in  
 the explosives or aggregate industry; 

     

       If you have work experience in the aggregate or explosives industry as a summer                                 

employee, an intern or through a cooperative work program, please include one or                          

more recommendation letters from your employer(s). 
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Golden West Chapter 

5th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser 
 

When: 8:00 am on Saturday July 22th 
Where: The Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club 

5393 Waltz Rd, Rio Oso, CA 95674 
Cost:$100.00 per person 

 

Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club Located in Lincoln California 

 

 
 
 

The cost is $100.00 per person. For that $100.00, each participant will 

get 100 shells, a two and a half hour round of sporting clays and lunch. 

All of the profit from this event will go into the scholarship fund.   
 

Those that want to bring RV's can for $10.00 per night. They get electrical and 
water. They need to reserve in advance. We will have an early lunch of BBQ Ribs 
& Chicken after we shoot. We will have raffle prizes and we will hold a 50/50 
raffle where you have a chance to win some cash. We will award trophies to the 
top team, male, female and youth score .The top gun will receive a gift certificate 
to Bass Pro Shop.  
Come on out and support the chapter. 
 
Contact: Mike Chiurato at 916-645-3377 by July 17, 2017 if you plan on attending. 
Coon Creek offers many different shooting disciplines, from Trap, International 
Trap sometimes called Olympic Trap, Bunker Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays. 



“Blasting: 

HOW TO HANDLE COMPLAINTS” 

Vibra-tech south 

“DUST SETTLER” QUIZ 

Instructions / Answer all questions with a “yes” or “no”. If you do not know the answer, find out. 

Questions 1. Is your closest neighbor more than 1,000 feet from your quarry? 

                     2. Have you been free of blasting complaints for the last three months? 

                     3. Are all complaints you do have handled promptly, thoroughly and courteously? 

                     4. Do you have established agreements with your neighbors about your blasting practices? 

                     5. Do the prevailing winds at your quarry blow away from population concentrations? 

                     6. Do you have an established, carefully designed blasting program which is strictly followed, 

                          including an emergency “hold blast” procedure? 

                     7. Do you notify close neighbors prior to each blast? 

                     8. Do you have and utilize a pre-blast and post-blast warning system? 

                     9. Do you time blasts to coincide with the highest ambient noise levels in your area?  

                   10. Do you schedule your operation to limit the frequency of blasting as much as possible? 

                   11. Is access to the blasting area strictly controlled? 

                   12. Is blasting done by carefully trained personnel who have had formal training in explosives? 

                   13. Are your blasting personnel assisted by other employees only after the assistants have  

                          been trained? 

                   14. Is street traffic controlled during shots? 

                   15. Do you have an emergency response plan for accidents, which might occur while  

                          blasting? 

                   16. Do you have contingency plans carefully worked out and rehearsed for weather  

                          threats, misfires and equipment failures related to blasting? 

                   17. Is your blasting complaint procedure carefully detailed and faithfully followed?     

                   18. Do you have a through, detailed system of record keeping for all shots? 

                   19. Is one person clearly responsible for all blasting related matters? 

                   20. Do you always make a pre-blast survey? 
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        Ouestions       (continued) 

                   21. Are precautions taken for protection of the charged holes prior to the shot…e.g.  

                         barricades and signs? 

                  22. Do your air blasts always remain below 128 dcb/inch peak at any structure in the area? 

                  23. Is your blasting always more than 500’ from any water wells, disposal wells, water facilities,   

                         oil or gas storage, transmission pipelines, water or sewer lines? 

                  24. Is there a detailed structural geology map of your quarry? 

                  25. Have you analyzed the structural geology to determine or avoid problems? 

                  26. Has there been a survey of your hydrologic conditions to determine blasting impact on the water table?  

                  27. Are winds evaluated prior to shots? 

                  28. Do you conduct dust monitoring? 

                  29. Do you conduct noise monitoring? 

                  30. Do you conduct vibration monitoring? 

                  31. Do you carefully evaluate weather prior to shooting, noting any temperature inversions,  

                         possible storms, etc.?  

                  32. Have you developed a relationship with a blasting consultant in scheduling shots and developing or 

                         revising your blasting procedures?  

                  33. Do you use a mathematical formula to determine the probable impact of your shots? 

                  34. Does your stemming always equal at least 2.6 x hole diameter?                      

                  35. Do you cover all exposed detonation cord? 

                  36. Do you avoid top initiation in your shots? 

                  37. Do your shots use a carefully devised milli-second delay pattern? 

                  38. Does your charge stay below “W” per 0.008 seconds where “W” equals D/60 squared? 

                  39.  Do you periodically review your blasting procedures and exposure with your attorney? 

                  40. Do you periodically review your blasting procedures and exposure with your insurers? 

Scoring the “Dust Settler” Quiz 

Add the total number of yes answers and find your category 

If your score is 36 to 40 then your quarry is a “ Garden of Eden” 

31 to 35 “ Distant Thunder” 

26 to 30 An “Earth Quake” 

25 or below “ Hiroshima” 
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Current board members and officers are: 
President- Mike Chiurato 

Treasurer- -Gerald “Jerry” Fulghum 
Secretary- Danniell Edwards  

Board member- Ladd Stephenson 
Board Member/Newsletter Editor-Mike Burneson 

Website Master –Wes Bender 
 

 
Chapter Activities  - 2017 

 

5th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser 
July 22, 2017 Coon Creek 

 

 Annual Winter Business Meeting  
 Mt Pleasant Hall- Lincoln– February 24, 2018 
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Fire in the Hole…    

  
 

 Farmer Steve decided his injuries from the accident were serious 
enough to take the trucking company responsible for the accident to 
court. In court, the trucking company’s fancy lawyer interrogated 
Farmer Steve. 
 “Didn’t you say at the scene of the accident, ‘I’m fine?”‘ asked the 
lawyer. 
Farmer Steve responded, “Well, I’ll tell you what happened. I had just 
loaded my favorite mule Suzie into the&”“I didn’t ask for any de-
tails,” the lawyer interrupted, “just answer the question. Did you not 
say at the scene of the accident, ‘I’m fine? '”Farmer Steve said, “Well, 
I had just got Suzie into the trailer and I was driving down the 
road&”The lawyer interrupted again and said, “Judge, I am trying to 
establish the fact that, at the scene of the accident, this man told the 
highway patrolman on the scene that he was fine. Now several weeks 
after the accident he is trying to sue my client. I believe he is a fraud.  
Please tell him to simply answer the question.” 

By this time the judge was fairly interested in Farmer Steve’s answer 
and said to the lawyer, “I’d like to hear what he has to say.” 

Farmer Steve thanked the Judge and proceeded, “Well, as I was say-
ing, I had just loaded Suzie into the trailer and was driving her down 
the highway when this huge semi-truck and trailer ran the stop sign 
and smacked my truck right in the side. I was thrown into one ditch 
and Suzie was thrown into the other. I was hurting real bad and didn’t 
want to move. However, I could hear ol’ Suzie moaning and groaning. 
I knew she was in terrible shape just by her groans. Shortly after the 
accident a highway patrolman came on the scene. He could hear 
Suzie moaning and groaning so he went over to her. After he looked 
at her, he took out his gun and shot her between the eyes. Then the 
Patrolman came across the road with his gun in his hand and looked 
at me.” 

“He said, ‘Your mule was in such bad shape I had to shoot her. How 
are you feeling?” 

 

“Now what the hell would you say?” 


