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As I write this message from the president, I can’t help but exclaim, It’s HOT
out there! Our El Nino system delivered as promised and I observed in person
over the Memorial Day weekend the results. There is plenty of water in Lake
Oroville and a great place to get cooled off if you happen to have a boat. Now
hopefully we can make it thru the summer without too many restrictions. If
restrictions are weighing you down, no worries! We the board and officers of
the GWC of the ISEE have a plan for you.
You are all invited to our next big event of 2016. It’s our Annual Sporting
Clays Scholarship Shoot and it’s just around the corner on July 16th. Get up to
four of your friend’s, family or works buddies together and join us for a fun
filled day complete with lunch and refreshments. For a $10.00 dollar donation,
all non-shooters are welcome to join us for a great BBQ lunch put on by our
chef and long time board member, Mike Burneson. We start early enough to
beat the heat and we have plenty of shade to relax, eat, drink and exchange
stories of the day. You don’t want to miss it! Your entry fee will go towards
helping a student with some of their college expenses. By the way, the application process is now open to the son or daughter of an employee in the explosives industry or an industry employing explosives in their field who wishes to
pursue collegiate studies relating to our industry. We award only two scholarships totaling $500.00 per semester, so go to our website and click on SCHOLARSHIP. You will find the rules and application there. The deadline to receive applications is August 31, 2016, so get those applications in.
Check out our flyer for details and call me or any other board members to reserve a spot or make a donation towards our expenses.
Thanks everyone! I will see you on the 16th of July!
Be Safe!
You’re President,
Mike Chiurato
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Editor’s Notes…
On behalf of the Golden West Chapter Officers, Board Members and Membership we would
like to thank all of the Businesses that renewed their Ads in the Primer. We really appreciate all
of you and hope you are pleased with the way they look in each issue of the Primer. Please do
not hesitate to let us know if something is not correct with your advertisement.
Thank you Mr. President for your message and I will sing the same message its time for the
sporting clay event at Coon Creek . I will be making calls and sending out the flyer this week. I
look forward to seeing you there and I promise you will not go away hungry. Make sure you
read the article by Wes Bender in this issue it’s a great story with lots of history. We have a new
toy I use at work. It’s a drone that we use to measure stockpiles. I fly this little drone from a
program on an ipad then download the data from the drone to the ipad and then upload the data
from the ipad to the cloud and in a few hours I am able to log on at my desktop and see the image of the pile I flew and dial up the quantity after assigning the proper density. We certainly
have amazing things we work with now on a daily basis. The new equipment of today does
things that most of us never dreamed of. A friend of mine sent me this clip the other day and I
felt you all needed to see this story.
THIS MAN OWNED AND DROVE THE SAME CAR FOR 82 YEARS!!!!
Mr. Allen Swift: Born - 1908 - Died 2010
This man owned & drove the same car for 82 YEARS.
Can you imagine even having the same car for 82 years?
Mr. Allen Swift ( Springfield , Massachusetts ) received this 1928
Rolls-Royce Piccadilly-P1 Roadster from his father, brand new as a graduation gift in 1928.
He drove it up until his death in 2010 ... At the age of 102!!!
He was the oldest living owner of a car that was purchased new.
Just thought you'd like to see it.
It was donated to a Springfield museum after his death.
It has 1,070,000 miles on it, still runs like a Swiss watch, dead silent
at any speed and is in perfect cosmetic condition.
82 years - That's approximately 13,048 miles per year (1087 per month)...
1,070,000 that's miles not kilometers!!
That's British engineering of a bygone era.
I don't think they make them like this anymore.
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Golden West Chapter
4th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser
When: 8:00 am on Saturday July 16th
Where: The Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club
5393 Waltz Rd, Rio Oso, CA 95674
Cost:$100.00 per person
Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club Located in Lincoln California

The cost is $100.00 per person. For that $100.00, each participant will
get 100 shells, a two and a half hour round of sporting clays and lunch.
All of the profit from this event will go into the scholarship fund.
Those that want to bring RV's can for $10.00 per night. They get electrical and
water. They need to reserve in advance. We will have an early lunch of BBQ Ribs
& Chicken after we shoot. We will have raffle prizes and we will hold a 50/50
raffle where you have a chance to win some cash. We will award trophies to the
top team, male, female and youth score .The top gun will receive a gift certificate
to Bass Pro Shop.
Come on out and support the chapter.
Contact: Mike Chiurato at 916-645-3377 by July 13, 2016 if you plan on attending.
Coon Creek offers many different shooting disciplines, from Trap, International
Trap sometimes called Olympic Trap, Bunker Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays.
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Call for Scholarship application Starting June 1, 2016
Scholarship Eligibility: Graduating high school seniors or students already enrolled in college
who are sons or daughters of an employee of an Explosives or other industry employing
explosives may apply for the scholarship.
Judging Committee: Scholarship applications will be reviewed and judged by a panel, including the Chapter Officers and Board and the past President of the GWC or their respective designees.
Application Deadline and Scholarship Presentation: The scholarship application process
will be an Internet-based process. Starting June 1, 2016 applicants will be able to apply via
GWC on-line application process at http://iseegoldenwest.org.
The deadline for applications is August 31, 2016. The winning applicant will be named by September 30, 2016. The Scholarship will be issued to the winner at five hundred dollars per
semester provided the student is considered by the institution as a full time student and
maintains a grade point average of 3.0.

For more information, contact Gerald Fulghum 916-481-1421 or at
GRFULGHUM@SBCGLOBAL.NET

To apply for the Scholarship please include these four items:
The completed application.
A letter of recommendation from your industry representative.
A 300 to 500 word statement of your plans for a career in
the explosives or aggregate industry;
If you have work experience in the aggregate or explosives industry as a summer
employee, an intern or through a cooperative work program, please include one or
more recommendation letters from your employer(s).
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Early Days at Alpha Hardware Co.
by Wes Bender
My wife Claudia and I moved to Nevada City in 1963. She taught English at Colfax High.
I had gotten out of the USAF in 1965 and was employed by Cal-Nat Airways at Loma Rica Airport,
just outside Grass Valley. In August of 1967, Cal-Nat was starting to wind down its business, so
we took a short vacation and went camping and trout fishing on the back side of the Sierras,
something I had been doing almost every year since I was 10 or 12 years old. We camped at
Agnew Meadows near Mammoth and got snowed on. After a day of that, we moved further south
and camped at Rock Creek Lake. Got snowed on again, and all we had was a small tent. After
two days of off and on snow at Rock Creek Lake, I said that’s enough. We can come back any
time we want and we don’t have to put up with these freak snow storms in August, so we packed
up and drove back to Nevada City. We were only home 15 minutes and the phone rang. It was
Downey Clinch, the President of Alpha. He wanted me to come in and talk with him. He thought
I would be a good fit in Alpha’s Industrial Division. I’ve often wondered where my career would
have gone if the weather had been better in the Sierras and I wouldn’t have been home to take
Downey’s call. Everything that I’ve done since then has been an outgrowth of, or was related to,
my employment at Alpha. I should also mention that, while I was with Cal-Nat Airways in ’65 –
‘67, I had met Downey once or twice. Alpha at the time owned a twin engine plane and he would
come fly it on occasion. We did the maintenance on it and provided an instructor pilot if he
needed one. (Downey had been an instructor pilot in P-38s during WWII.) It’s possible he
remembered me from the airport, but we never discussed it.
A bit of Alpha’s history - The firm that would eventually become Alpha Hardware
Company began in Nevada City in the 1870s. In 1878 Tom Legg and George Turner owned and
operated the store. George Shaw took Turner’s place as Legg’s partner in 1900. The business
was called the Legg and Shaw Company. Legg passed away and Shaw managed the store until
it was combined with a Grass Valley hardware company, Brady and Cassidy in 1906. At that time
it became the Alpha Hardware and Supply Company. Alpha was now owned by Brady, Cassidy
and Tom Legg’s son, George. Shortly after the transaction, Brady retired. In 1920 Legg retired.
Fred Cassidy owned and operated Alpha Hardware and Supply until 1946.
In 1928, Alpha suffered a huge fire in the Nevada City store. The concrete walls and the
main floor survived, but the roof and much of the inventory on the main floor was destroyed. The
salvageable inventory was moved to another site on Broad Street where operations were
conducted until the main building could be rebuilt.
In 1946, after serving in the military in World War II, Downey Clinch, along with Bill Briggs,
Roy C. Tremoureux and a few other investors bought out Fred Cassidy. The other investors were
Dutch Bremer, of Bremer Hardware in Gridley, Roy E. Tremoureux (Roy C’s father), Charles Ray
Clinch (Downey's father) and Bernice Glasson.
In 1964 a metal fabricated building (the Alpha Annex) was added to the Commercial
Street side of the main concrete building. This structure originally contained the Industrial Supply
division offices and warehouse. Downey’s office was on the second floor of the new addition.
Later, offices were constructed inside the warehouse for the Industrial and Explosives Divisions
and the accounting offices were moved to the former Industrial offices.
(Three Forks Bakery & Brewing Co. now occupies the old Industrial warehouse and Wheyward
Girl Creamery is approximately located in what was then the Alpha accounting office. Stop by
Three Forks and order their Dynamite Double IPA, locally brewed and named after the explosives
business that was once headquartered in the building. Bring a designated driver though……)

The Industrial Supply Division provided goods for the local logging, lumber, sawmill,
mining and construction industries. It ran trucks daily to many construction sites, including
Bullards Bar Dam and to the site where the excavation for Auburn Dam was taking place. The
Explosives Division, which distributed Hercules Explosives from approximately the Kern County
line north to Oregon and east across half of Nevada, provided explosives for mining, quarrying,
dam and highway construction and to geophysical crews conducting seismic studies for the oil
industry.
Alpha Industrial Supply also sold large quantities of wire rope to Mcbryde Sugar Co. on
Kauai for harvesting sugar cane. It would also put together complete truckloads of supplies for
tunnel projects and dam construction at various points in the U.S. Alpha provided numerous
items for construction along the Alaskan Pipeline.
In addition to selling heating oil locally, Alpha had a contract to supply several cement
plants in California with bunker fuel if they experienced power outages. The kilns couldn’t be
allowed to cool or the firebrick would shrink and fall out of place. Most cement plants had an
interruptible power contract with PG&E and when the power was due to be shut off, Alpha’s
phone would ring. Trucks of heated bunker fuel would be dispatched immediately from the oil
distributor’s tank farm in Suisun.
At its peak, Alpha had at least four (some have indicated that there may have been as
many as six) stores. Known locations were in Nevada City, Grass Valley, Auburn and Allegheny.
In 1958 the Auburn store was closed and later the Allegheny store was sold, leaving only the
Nevada City and Grass Valley stores to carry the Alpha Hardware name.
In the late 1960’s there was another division of the company that had a fairly short
lifespan and isn’t well known. Alpha Industrial Supply had been selling a considerable amount of
wire rope, rigging and sawmill supplies to American Forest Products’ various mill sites and
logging operations. Most of this was done through AFP’s purchasing arm, Yosemite Equipment.
Roy Tremoureux had been instrumental in developing a business relationship with AFP.
Yosemite had offices in San Francisco and it was felt that Alpha could better serve their interests
with an office there. Alpha Consolidated was formed specifically for this purpose. Shortly after
Alpha Consolidated opened its office in S.F., that city decided to impose a city income tax. Said
tax offset any monetary gain that the local office might have seen and Alpha Consolidated quickly
became a thing of the past.
In August of 1967 I went to work in the Industrial Supply division of Alpha Hardware Co.
in Nevada City. As the young kid on the block, my first job entailed assisting with purchasing,
pricing invoices and helping out wherever I was needed in the Division. After about six months, I
was told that I needed to learn the explosives order desk because the guy who held that position
was going on vacation. On my first full day on the desk I was called upstairs and told that he
wasn’t coming back and that I was now it. Talk about a steep learning curve….. The explosives
manufacturers had great technical training programs though, and I had the benefit of that. I also
had to get up to speed on state and federal explosives regulations, although in the 60’s they
weren’t as complex as today. Eventually I was promoted to Explosives Department Manager.
The explosives operation at that time included the sales office in Nevada City and a fleet of trucks
that operated out of the Hercules manufacturing and storage facility near Lincoln, CA. Because
of the size of our explosive distribution territory, our technical representatives got a lot of
windshield time.
Initially I worked for Charlie Strohm and Roy Tremoureux , but when Roy retired and
Charlie went to Algeria to help supervise the construction of a natural gas plant, I took over
management of both divisions. After ten years at Alpha, I owned stock in the company and was
Vice President and General Manager for the Industrial Supply and Explosives Divisions. I was
also one of the several explosives technical representatives that covered our territory.

You didn’t just “sell” explosives; you also provided technical assistance in their use. We serviced
numerous mining operations and construction projects and generally helped our customers solve
their blasting problems, design critical blasts and assisted them in formulating bids on
construction projects involving blasting.
In 1970, Downey Clinch, who with his sister had inherited his father's shares in Alpha,
bought his partners out and became the principal owner. Through an incentive program, several
key employees (including this writer) also became minority shareholders during this time.
In 1977 Downey sold the Alpha Hardware Co. to Jack Treskes. The transaction was
fairly complex and my stock could not go through the whole process and remain intact, so the
corporation bought me out prior to the sale. The sale included the Nevada City and Grass Valley
retail businesses, the Industrial Supply Division and the Explosives Division. (Alpha’s oil business
had previously been sold.) Treskes had previously operated the Yankee Peddler in Grass Valley,
a retail shop that sold liquor and Levis.
As I wasn’t a stockholder any longer and wasn’t sure about the new Alpha’s direction, I
figured the time was right to retire and maybe do a little consulting. Jack Treskes asked me to
stay through the transition and I agreed to, but I had no way of predicting that I wouldn’t actually
leave for another five years. I pretty much ran my two divisions independently, answering only to
Jack who didn’t really have a handle on the industrial and explosives operations.
Prior to 1977 Alpha had been profitable every year, at least since 1946. For several
reasons it became considerably more difficult for the business to remain profitable after the sale.
Competition in the explosives and industrial supply businesses was increasing. We needed to
expand the explosives facilities in order to remain competitive, but there were no funds to do that.
In 1981, the year before I retired, I worked up several budgets for the industrial supply and
explosives businesses for the next year, but could not find a way for them to show sufficient profit
and also carry the additional overhead that the company had incurred. It was at this point that I
finally decided it was time to proceed with starting my own business. I tendered my resignation,
giving the company six months notice that I would be leaving in April of 1982.
In 1982, shortly after I retired from Alpha, Jack Treskes sold the Alpha Industrial Supply
inventory and name to A to Z Supply on Ridge Road in Grass Valley. Also in 1982, he sold
Alpha Explosives to Bill and John Falconi and John Sbaffi. They moved the offices of Alpha
Explosives to Auburn and later to the Lincoln plant site where it remains today. To their credit,
the Falconis and the late Brad Langner made Alpha Explosives one of today’s leaders in the
industry.
‘1878’ vs. ‘1906’. You'll find both of these dates on old Alpha logos. To sort out the
confusion regarding these dates, 1906 is the year that the business was first known as Alpha
Hardware Co. As a business entity, however, it had been operated continuously under various
names since 1878. Prior to 1977, the logo (we affectionately called it the Alpha bug) was blue
and white and carried the 1906 date. When Jack Treskes bought the business in 1977, he
changed the color scheme to brown and tan and instituted the use of the 1878 date, even though
the company was not known as Alpha until 1906.
All of the owners and managers at Alpha were great to work with. One rather humorous
aspect of working with Roy Tremoureux in the Industrial Supply office in Nevada City in the early
days was Roy’s use of a really huge slide rule. He was quite adept at calculating discounts,
selling prices and profit margins with the slide rule which must have been at least three and a half
feet long. Its case opened up to become a stand for it. The only inaccuracy that might occur was
when the cursor would have to be placed near either end. Due to parallax, I suspect Roy’s
calculations at those spots might have been off by a few percentage points! No electronic
calculators for Roy. Old school was just fine with him. It worked without power, too.

In addition to being the master Hercules distributor for northern California and western
Nevada, Alpha had explosives sub-dealers in many locations. Most of these decided to exit the
explosives business when the Organized Crime Control Act put the ATF in the explosives
business in 1970 and the record keeping and paperwork made small explosives business less
profitable. Prior to 1970, Alpha had explosives dealers in Arcata, Susanville, Middletown, Gridley,
Quincy, Auburn, Lincoln, Sutter Creek, Merced, Fresno, Porterville and Gabbs, NV. These subdealers took care of the needs of their local loggers, contractors and miners. Bremer Hardware in
Gridley sold a considerable amount of explosives for blasting rice checks to drain rice fields.
Other explosives manufacturers had dealers in a few other towns. Of all of the old Alpha
Hardware Co. holdings, only the explosives division has survived and continues to do business
under the Alpha Explosives name.
To take care of the explosives needs of the local contractors, loggers and miners, Alpha
maintained a couple of former mine magazines in the Sunset District, just west of where Ridge
Road intersects the Rough and Ready Highway (old Highway 20). We referred to these jokingly
as the Sunset Magazine. We had also placed a metal portable magazine there to store
detonators. We legally stored fuse, fuse lighters and detonating cord upstairs in the industrial
warehouse (approximately over the area where the Three Forks kitchen is now). It was legal to
store these items there because the main concern at the time was over accidental explosion
rather than theft. Gradually the purpose for adequate storage changed from accident prevention
to the security required to keep explosives out of the wrong hands and we moved all explosivesrelated devices stored in the warehouse to the Sunset magazine site. Eventually, homes
encroached on that storage site and we had to eliminate it. Alpha did not store or sell explosives
locally after about 1978 or so. Any orders needed in the local area had to be delivered from the
Lincoln plant.

Alpha Explosive’s Lincoln Plant.
When the Hercules Powder Co. leased the land from the Chamberlain Ranch north of
Lincoln, CA and built the plant, it was felt that it wouldn’t be more than just a temporary
thing. Oroville Dam, Bullards Bar Dam, New Melones Dam and Auburn Dam were on the
drawing board, but Hercules didn't want to expend any more money than absolutely necessary on
the Lincoln plant. Downey Clinch had negotiated with Dale Johnson, Western District Manager
for Hercules, for Alpha to have a parking area for our trucks at the plant and we were allowed to
have a desk in their office, but that was about all.
When Hercules decided that they wanted to discontinue their operation of the Lincoln
plant, it was decided that Alpha would take it over. Both Hercules and Alpha wanted the lease to
switch over to Alpha, but Chamberlain felt he was better positioned with a lease with a large
corporation such as Hercules than with Alpha Hardware Co; hence the lease stayed with
Hercules for the time being.

In the next issue of The Primer we’ll look at other sometimes humorous incidents from
Alpha’s early years and possibly discuss some of the characters that were around in those days,
both as associates and as customers.
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Chapter Activities - 2016
4th Annual Scholarship Fundraiser
July 16, 2016 Coon Creek
Annual Winter Business Meeting
Mt Pleasant Hall- Lincoln- January 28, 2017
Michael Chiurato-President
Danniell Edwards-Secretary
Gerald Fulghum-Treasurer
Wes Bender-Board Member, Web Master
Mike Burneson-Board Member, Editor
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Fire in the Hole…
The Wonderful Husband
Several men are in the locker room of a golf club.
A mobile phone on a bench rings and a man engages the free speaker function and begins to
talk.
Everyone else in the room stops to listen.
MAN: 'Hello'
WOMAN: 'Honey, it's me... R u at the club?’
MAN: 'Yes'
WOMAN: 'I'm at the City Centre mall now and found this beautiful leather coat. It's only
$1,000 Is it OK if I buy it?'
MAN: 'Sure, go ahead if you really like it.'
WOMAN: 'I also stopped by the Mercedes dealership and saw the new 2016 Models. I saw one
I really liked.'
MAN: 'How much?' WOMAN: '$98,000'
MAN: 'OK, but for that price make sure it comes with all the options.'
WOMAN: 'Great! Oh, and one more thing, the house I wanted last year is back on the market.
They're asking for $980,000/-.'
MAN: 'well, then go ahead and make an offer of $900,000. They will probably take it. If not, go
the extra 50 thousand if you think it's really a pretty good price.' WOMAN: 'OK. I'll see you
later! I love you so much! You’re so generous!' MAN: “You’re worth it. 'Bye!' The man hangs
up. The other men in the locker room are staring at him in astonishment, with mouths wide
open.
The man turns and asks "Anybody knows whose phone this is?"
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