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President’s Message... In this 
issue . . . 
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Golden West Chapter  

of the ISEE: 
 
   www.iseegoldenwest.org   
  
 

Articles may be submitted to: 
 

Mike Burneson - editor 
P O Box 2540 

Napa, CA  94558 
 

or 
 

mburneson@syar.com 
 

 
 
Hey Members, 
 
And Non-Members that want to become members,  
 
 
I greet you with the hope that our promise of the arrival of another Great 
El Nino comes to fruition.  So get your stockpiles inventoried, your 
regulatory paperwork in order and your storm water test kits at the 
ready.  Then put away the calculator, the 30CFR and your New 3 mil-
lion page General Storm Water Permit and take a much deserved break. 
Join us, the board and officers of the Golden West Chapter of the ISEE, 
for our annual dinner business meeting on Saturday January 23rd. 
I will let our newsletter editor and head chef Mike Burneson explain a 
possible change in our menu this year in his editor’s comments section. 
See Mike’s flyer with the details on what time and where the meeting 
will take place.   
We all have been watching with bated breath, but mostly amazement, 
the presidential campaign in progress. 
Isn’t it entertaining?   
Well, I hate to rain on their parade, but we too at the Golden West Chap-
ter are ready to start our campaign for officers and board members for 
2016.  We have all come to enjoy the great food put on the table by Chef 
Mike, the huge raffle and the wealth of information given by our guest 
speakers over the years, however, there is the business side of the meet-
ing that we need to attend to.  Members, be prepared to vote for a Presi-
dent, one board member and a treasurer to guide our chapter thru 2016. 
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        President’s Message... 
                      
 
 

Continued from page one. 
 
 
 
 Current board members and officers are: 
 
President- Yours Truly, Mike Chiurato 
Treasurer- -Gerald “Jerry”Fulghum 
Secretary-Danniell Edwards. 
Board Member/Head Chef/Newsletter Editor-Mike Burneson 
Board member/Website Master –Wes Bender 
 
The way our election works is we hand out ballots to all the members and then the 
President asks for nominations for each open seat.  Once we agree on the nomina-
tions we conduct our vote.  At least, that’s how it’s supposed to work. If you like 
the way the chapter is being run and you would like to see things stay the way 
they are for now, so be it.  
The main focus will be to enjoy each others fellowship, stories about blasting or 
not blasting and to have a great time. 
   
I hope to see all of  you on the 23rd! 
 
 
Until then, be safe! 

Your President, 

Mike Chiurato 
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        Editor’s Notes… 
 
The annual business dinner crab feed is not in the cards this year. 
If you haven't heard we have experienced a toxic algae bloom that has caused the 
California Department of Public Health to work with the California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife, which recently issued emergency regulations closing the rec-
reational and commercial Rock crab fishery and delaying the start of the recrea-
tional and commercial Dungeness crab fishery between the Oregon border and the 
Ventura/Santa Barbara County line due to dangerous levels of domoic acid found 
in crabs caught from these areas. 
Domoic acid accumulation in seafood is a natural occurrence that is related to a 
“bloom” of a particular single-celled plant in ocean waters. The conditions that 
support the growth of this plant are impossible to predict. CDPH will continue its 
efforts to collect a variety of samples from impacted areas to monitor the level of 
domoic acid in seafood. 
Symptoms of domoic acid poisoning can occur within 30 minutes to 24 hours af-
ter eating toxic seafood. In mild cases, symptoms may include vomiting, diarrhea, 
abdominal cramps, headache and dizziness. These symptoms disappear within 
several days. 
In severe cases, the victim may experience trouble breathing, confusion, disorien-
tation, cardiovascular instability, seizures, excessive bronchial secretions, perma-
nent loss of short-term memory (a condition known as Amnesic Shellfish Poison-
ing), coma or death. 
 
We may not be eating crab this year but we will put out a great dinner of tri-tip, 
chicken and smoked brisket. We will serve a green salad, ranch style beans and 
scalloped potatoes. We will have plenty of different deserts. We will have a full 
selection of adult beverages all included in the admission price. The Chapter al-
ways subsidizes this event. We spare no expense to provide you a good time. We 
attempt to recover some of the expense through our different raffles. We are look-
ing forward to another fun evening at Mount Pleasant. We are going to have a spe-
cial game to play called Blaster’s Challenge come on out and win a prize.  
 



The Golden West Chapter 
of the 

International Society of Explosives Engineers 
 

Annual Business Meeting 
 
When: Saturday, January 23, 2016 
Social Hour 4pm – Dinner 5pm – 6:30pm 
  
Business Meeting & Elections - 7:00pm  
   
8:00pm Super Raffle    

Where: Mt. Pleasant Hall 
   3333 Mt. Pleasant Rd.  
   Lincoln, CA 95648 
 
Menu:   Tri-Tip, Smoked Brisket 
   Chicken 
              Scalloped Potatoes 
              Ranch Style Beans 
              Salad 
              Wine, Beer and Sodas 
              Dessert 
               
 
Cost:  
 
  All Members and Guests:$30.00        
  
   
  Free to New Members  
  ($25.00 dues are payable on joining.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Registration:   Please make your reservations with Mike Chiurato at (916) 645-3377 
                           or by e-mail to:  mchiurato@alphaexplosives.com  
                                              on or before Friday, January 15, 2016  
    Please make checks payable to Golden West Chapter 
 
                            And mail to: 
                              Golden West Chapter  
                                                               c/o Alpha Explosives 
                    P.O. Box 310 
                    Lincoln, CA. 95648  
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Your business card 
 

ad 
 

could be here 
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Fire in the Hole… 
 
 
 

The Tie 
 
A fleeing Taliban, desperate for water, was plodding through the Af-
ghan desert when he saw something far off in the distance.  Hoping to 
find water, he hurried toward the oasis, only to find a little old Jewish 
man at a small stand, selling ties... 
 
The Taliban asked, "Do you have water?" 
 
The Jewish man replied, "I have no water. Would you like to buy a tie? 
They are only $5." 
 
The Taliban shouted, "You Idiot! I do not need an over-priced tie... I 
need water! I should kill you, but I must find water first!" 
 
"OK," said the little old Jewish man, "It does not matter that you do 
not want to buy a tie and that you hate me. I will show you that I am 
bigger than that. If you continue over that hill to the east for about 
two miles, you will find a lovely restaurant. It has all the ice cold wa-
ter you want.".....    "Shalom." 
 
Cursing, the Taliban staggered away over the hill.  Several hours later 
he staggered back, almost dead, and said: 
"Your brother won't let me in without a tie....." 
 


