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.Hey Members, 

 
What happened to WINTER!!  As I’m writing this message I can’t be-
lieve that we are into Spring and entering our fourth year of drought 
here in California.  Not much we can do if Mother Nature isn’t cooper-
ating. 
Mother Nature did cooperate during our Annual Business meeting in 
January.  At least Chef Burneson didn’t get soaked or freeze to death 
preparing the huge feast for our dinner meeting.  Thanks again Mike & 
Sue and the rest our board & members for all they contributed to make 
this annual event such a success.  A great raffle was held with member 
Bruce Townes & Secretary Danniell Edwards keeping busy most of the 
meeting collecting the cash to help with expenses and to keep the Schol-
arship fund going.  We had a lot of winners. 
I want to take this opportunity to welcome new members, Chuck Erick-
son of J&M Displays and Art Sebren of Sebren  Drill & Blast. Welcome 
guys!  I also have to say how wonderful it was to visit with Wes Bender, 
a founding member and current board member and web master.  He 
made the trip all the way from Arizona to be with us. Another member 
making a long trip from Southern Cal was Joe Stack.  Thanks guys. 
The 2015   elections were held and Wes Bender returns for another two 
year term on the board and I will be back as your President for another 
year.  It takes planning and contributions from each of our officers and 
board members to put on an event such as the business meeting.  Thanks 
to Wes, Jerry Fulghum, Mike Burneson and Danniell Edwards for mak-
ing it happen. 
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Presidents Message Continued... 
 
 
The GWC business meeting is not only a great place to socialize with our fellow 
members, but it’s a great place to learn something new.  Our guest speakers were 
Mark Bracco, a Placer County Sheriff with the Special Operations Unit of Placer 
County and Lars Johansen, current director of Alpha Explosives. Mark gave us an 
insight to what it takes to keep the citizens of Placer County safe from the people 
that like to use explosives as a tool of trade to get what they want.  Lars Johansen 
gave us a bit of a history lesson of the explosives Industry from his perspective as 
past President of Dyno Nobel and current director of Alpha Explosives with the 
passing of Brad Langner. 
What’s next?  You got it!  Mark your calendars for July 18th!  That is the date of 
the GWC 3rd Annual Wes Bender Scholarship Sporting Clays Competition. This 
year’s shoot will be dedicated to the memory of long time contributing sponsor 
and member, Brad Langner.  This event gets bigger and better every year.  By 
popular demand, Chef Mike Burneson is going to wow your taste buds with a 
lunch featuring one of Brad’s favorites, Beer Basted Brats served with a delightful 
mix of peppers and caramelized onions on a roll! And of course drinks and the 
usual side dishes. I just made myself hungry! So check out the attached flyer for 
details and put together a team of four to participate.  You don’t shoot? Sign up 
for lunch and talk BBQ with Mike while you wait for the hungry competitor’s to 
return with their stories of sharp shooting skills.  Either way, You will have a 
great time! 
  
 
 
 
Thanks everyone and have a safe one! 
Your President, 
Mike Chiurato 
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Editor’s Notes… 
 
 
This is the 25 anniversary issue of The Primer. Congratulations go out to Past 
President Dick Love for starting the tradition. The name Primer was conceived 
from a contest in March of 1990.The masthead was not used until the second is-
sue. In this issue you can see the original four page Primer from April of 1990. 
The Primer was published hard copy and mailed out until 2007 when we started 
publishing on our web site. I would also like to chime in on the successful busi-
ness dinner. I truly believe everyone had a great time. I really appreciated all of 
the help in the kitchen and was very satisfied with the meal we turned out for our 
members and guests. Thank you Sue B, Mike C, Donna C, Ladd S and Maggie S. 
you guys and gals were awesome. Thank you J & M Displays West for the terrific 
sound system you provided. I would like to thank Lars Johansen again for the his-
tory refresher lesson. Thank you Mark Bracco for your presentation great job. 
Check out the fun in this issue from the photos of the business dinner. 
Our  treasurers report by Gerald Fulghum was so outstanding the members voted 
to fund another scholarship this year. We are very lucky to have Jerry keeping the 
books he is the best. In this issue you will see the scholarship application informa-
tion and you will also find the  scholarship fundraiser information scheduled for 
July 18th. Please get involved in our sporting clay event. We need your support 
and participation at the Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club located in Rio Oso. Con-
gratulations to Secretary Danniell Edwards who is doing an outstanding job for 
the chapter, we appreciate all you do. Mike Burneson was caught totally off guard 
being presented the lifetime member award by the chapter and was even further 
surprised by the chapter service award received by the international. It is very 
much appreciated.  Just last week I attended Alpha’s blasting refresher and re-
newed my blasting license for another five years. Gordon Coleman you did a 
great job.    
 
 
 

Continued on next page 
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Editor’s Notes… 
Mike Chiurato, you and Danniell did a great job on the raffle. Thank you to all of 
our outstanding sponsors who supported the event: Alpha Explosives, Atlas 
Copco, Ramos Oil, Riebes Auto Parts, Duncan Automotive, National Fire Sys-
tems, Mike & Donna Chiurato and Syar Industries. Thank you to everyone that 
purchased raffle tickets and 50/50 tickets. It really was a lot of fun and we had 
some great prizes. The chapter did receive a update from our current scholarship 
recipient and I have included it in this newsletter below.   
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Holly Haughy  
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2015 5:15 PM 
To: Mike Chiurato 
Subject: Receivement of Scholarship 
Hello Mike, 
 
I wanted to inform you that I received the scholarship check from you and the 
Chapter this past week.  I cannot thank you enough for your continuous generos-
ity in supporting my academic goals at UCSB.  My mom mentioned  the success 
from some of the Chapter’s recent fundraisers and it is so thrilling to hear that an-
other recipient can experience the same support and generosity.  From the per-
spective of a student, your encouragement is motivational in pursuing academic 
success. 
I just finished winter quarter midterms and have a small amount of time to de-
stress before finals begin.  Between the tests and papers, however, many exciting 
opportunities are developing!  I just signed up for my spring quarter classes and I 
am now able to take upper division classes.  I am very eager for these because 
they pertain to my specific interests, in comparison to required general education 
classes.  I also just confirmed my participation in the UC Education Abroad Pro-
gram to study at Lund University in Sweden for the next school year!  I’m in-
credibly excited to study in a new country and expand my cultural horizons! 
 
I hope you are doing well, and I wish the Chapter continued success.  Thank you 
again for the scholarship, I appreciate it very much. 
 
Sincerely, 

Holly Haughy 
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                Call for Scholarship application Starting June 1, 2015 
 
 
Scholarship Eligibility:     Graduating high school seniors or students already enrolled in college 
who are sons or daughters of an employee of an Explosives or  other industry employing 
 explosives may apply for the scholarship. 
 
Judging Committee: Scholarship applications will be reviewed and judged by a panel, includ-
ing the Chapter Officers and Board and the past President of the GWC or their respective desig-
nees. 
 
Application Deadline and Scholarship Presentation:  The scholarship application process 
will be an Internet-based process.  Starting June 1, 2015 applicants will be able to apply via 
GWC on-line application process at http://iseegoldenwest.org. 
 
The deadline for applications is August 31, 2015. The winning applicant will be named by Sep-
tember 30, 2015. The Scholarship will be issued to the winner at five hundred dollars per 
 semester provided the student is considered by the institution as a full time student and 
 maintains a grade point average of 3.0. 
 
 
      For more information, contact Gerald Fulghum 916-481-1421 or at  
 
      GRFULGHUM@SBCGLOBAL.NET  
 
 
      To apply for the Scholarship please include these four items: 
 

The completed application. 
 
 A letter of recommendation from your industry representative. 
 
 A 300 to 500 word statement of your plans for a career in  
 the explosives or aggregate industry; 

       

       If you have work experience in the aggregate or explosives industry as a summer                                 
employee, an intern or through a cooperative work program, please include one or                          
more recommendation letters from your employer(s). 



Golden West Chapter 
 Summer Scholarship Fundraiser 
 
When: 8:00 am on Saturday July 18th 
Where: The Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club 
              5393 Waltz Rd, Rio Oso,CA 95674 
 
Cost:$100.00 per person 
 
Coon Creek Trap & Skeet Club Located in Lincoln California 
 

 
 
 
The cost is $100.00 per person..  For that $100.00, each participant will get 100 shells, a two and 
a half hour round of sporting clays and lunch. $25.00 of which will go into the scholarship fund.   
Those that want to bring RV's can for $10.00 per night. They get electrical and water. They need 
to reserve in advance. We can have an early lunch of hot dogs & hamburgers after we shoot. We 
will hold a 50/50 raffle and give the top gun a gift certificate to Bass Pro Shop. All revenue from 
this event will go directly to our scholarship fund. 
 
Come on out and support the chapter. 
 
Contact: Mike Chiurato at 916-645-3377 if you plan on attending by July 13, 2015. 
 
Coon Creek offers many different shooting disciplines, from Trap, International Trap sometimes 
called Olympic Trap, Bunker Trap, Skeet & Sporting Clays. 
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Business Dinner January 2015 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 

Top Left President Mike Chiurato and Wes Bender  
 all the way from Arizona. 

       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                     What a great turnout. 



The Primer 

 
 
 

  8 

Business Dinner January 2015 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                       
 
 
 
 
 
     
      Top Left      Guest Speaker Mark Bracco   Placer County Sheriff’s Office   
        Top Right Guest Speaker Lars Johansen Director of Alpha Explosives. 
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Your business card ad 

 

could have been here 

 
Chapter Activities  - 2015 

 
 Scholarship Fundraiser July 18,2015 

Annual Winter Business Meeting  
 Mt Pleasant Hall- Lincoln- January 23, 2016 

 
 

Michael Chiurato-President 
Danniell Edwards-Secretary 
Gerald Fulghum-Treasurer 

Wes Bender-Board Member, Web Master 
Mike Burneson-Board Member, Editor 
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Fire in the Hole… 
 
 

You've all heard of the Air Force's ultra-high- security, su-
per-secret base in Nevada, known simply as "Area 51?" 
Well, late one afternoon, the Air Force folks out at Area 51 
were very surprised to see a Cessna landing at their 
"secret" base. They immediately impounded the aircraft 
and hauled the pilot into an interrogation room. 
The pilot's story was that he took off from Vegas, got lost, 
and spotted the Base just as he was about to run out of fuel. 
The Air Force started a full FBI background check on the 
pilot and held him overnight during the investigation. 
By the next day, they were finally convinced that the pilot 
really was lost and wasn't a spy. They gassed up his air-
plane, gave him a terrifying "you-did-not-see-a-base" brief-
ing, complete with threats of spending the rest of his life in 
prison, told him Vegas was that-a-way on such-and-such a 
heading, and sent him on his way. 
The next day, to the total disbelief of the Air Force, the same 
Cessna showed up again. Once again, the MP's surrounded 
the plane... only this time there were two people in the 
plane. 
The same pilot jumped out and said, "Do anything you 
want to me, but my wife is in the plane and you have to tell 
her where I was last night!" 
 


